WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

^j^^^iS''^^ A method of searchina/for data in one or more heterogeneous data sources within a 

2,,^^dor^puter system, the method compiling the steps of: 

3 receiving a request for data at a federated data source; and 

4 from the federated data alource, retrieving data from one or more of one or more terminal data 

5 repositories or one or more sorarch gateway data sources. 

1 2. The method of claim l/wherein each search gateway data source searches for data in 

2 one or more other data sources. / 

1 3. The method of yclaim 1, wherein the federated data source, each terminal data 

2 repository, and each search gateway data source is a data object. 

1 4. The methoCTof claim 3, wherein each data object is based on a class that inherits the 

2 properties of a base data source class. 

1 5. The method of claim 4, wherein each data object is manipulated via methods of the 

2 class on which theyflata object is based. 

1 6. The meth^ad of claim 1 , wherein retrieving data from one or more search gateway data 

2 sources comprises si^l^mitting an search gateway query from the federated data source to each search 

3 gateway data sp*drce. 

1 7. The method of cl^m 1 , wherein each terminal data repository and each search gateway 

2 data source may be queried ipr data directly. 
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An apparatus for searchiog for data in one or more heterogeneous data sources, 
comprising: 

a computer system containing one or more heterogeneous data sources; and 
one or more computer^ograms, performed by the computer system, for receiving a request 
for data at a federated data s/2mrce and, from the federated data source, retrieving data from one or more 
of one or more terminaj/aata repositories or one or more search gateway data sources. 

9. The apparatus of claim s/vherein each search gateway data source searches for data 
in one or more other data sources. 

10. The apparatus of /laim 8, wherein the federated data source, each terminal data 
repository, and each search gateway data source is a data object. 

1 1 . The apparatus of claim 10, wherein each data object is based on a class that inherits the 
properties of a base data source class. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein each data object is manipulated via methods of the 
class on which ik\f data object is based. 

13. The app^atus of claim 8, wherein retrieving data from one or more search gateway 
data sources compris^ submitting an search gateway query from the federated data source to each 
search gateway datS source. 

14. The apparatus claim 8, wherein each terminal data repository and each search 
gateway data source may be queried for data direcdy. 
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1 ^^^^ article of manufacture Comprising a program storage medium readable by a 

2 computer and embodying one or more insteoctions executable by the computer to perform method steps 

3 for searching for data in one or moj/ heterogeneous data sources within a computer system, the 

4 method comprising the steps of: 

5 receiving a request for d^ta at a federated data source; and 

6 from the federated dam source, retrieving data from one or more of one or more terminal data 

7 repositories or one or mope search gateway data sources. 

1 16. The article of manufacture hi claim 15, wherein each search gateway data source 

' 2 searches for data in one or niore other datar sources. 

1 17. The article of manufactine of claim 15, wherein the federated data source, each terminal 

j:^ 2 data repository, and each search gateway data source is a data object. 



1 18. The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein each data object is based on a class that 

2 inherits the properties of a base/aata source class. 



1 19. The article/of manufacture of claim 18, wherein each data object is manipulated via 

f (J 2 methods of the class on which the data object is based. 



1 20. The article of maifufacture of claim 15, wherein retrieving data from one or more 

2 search gateway data sources co;?nprises submitting an search gateway query from the federated data 

3 source to each search gatew^ data source. 

1 21. The article of manufacture of claim 1 5 , wherein each terminal data repository and each 

2 search gateway data sourceonay be queried for data directly. 
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